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High-quality, professional health care is an essential component of a healthy life. Our
commitment to the sanctity of human life and love for our neighbor compels us to help our
nation find a way to provide for the health care needs of all our fellow citizens.

To succeed in fulfilling this moral conviction our nation must address two ncerns—the
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but better decons should be strongly encouraged. Some people will refuse to obtain health
insurance regardless of the incentives to do so. The nation’s entire health insurance system
should not be adjusted in order to accommodate these people, but ways should be set up to
incentivize them to obtain insurance. While a perfect system is not attainable, there is much
room for improvement.

As policymakers grapple with the competing moral and fiscal components of health care,
they must produce a proposal that satisfies the criteria for reform. Reform merely for the sake
of change is not reform. Below we offer fifteen principles that must be engaged in any health
care reform for it to achieve the desired result of affordable, high quality, universal health
care.



Sanctity of life. Health care must honor all human life, from “conception to natural
death” (The Baptist Faith and Message). Every stage of life, every type of disability
must be treated with utmost reverence for every life. Abortion must not be mandated
in health insurance plans. Health insurance plans should be encouraged to severely
limit, and ideally exclude, coverage of any abortion except to save the mother’s
physical life. Moreover, government regulation must not penalize insurance plans that
do not cover abortion. Every treatment must meet a rigorous prolife standard that
refuses to value or respect one life more than another life. Covered treatments must
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private health care system is essential.

Careful Government Regulation. The government can play a crucial role in health
care by assuring that health care plans are administered appropriately and with
integrity. The consumer needs the oversight of a regulating body that can ensure the
companies providing health care are acting lawfully. However, no government
regulations should interfere with the doctor-patient relationship. Physicians in
consultation with their patients, not government bureaucrats, should be making
decisions about the treatments provided to patients.
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Encouraging Innovation. Innovation must be encouraged in the health care industry.
Health savings accounts, cash clinics, privately run co-ops, risk pools, interstate
health plans, subsidized private and faith-based community clinics, and many other
innovative ideas should be part of an ever-adjusting response to the constantly
changing health care environment.

Affordability. People and businesses must be able to afford their health care
insurance. Those in low income brackets must have subsidies in order to help them
afford coverage on a sliding fee scale.

Transparency. Consumers must be able to understand with ease what health care
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